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THEY CALL ME DETECTIVE 
INSPECTOR MAVERYK. 
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For the convenience of staff 
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Jack Staff Message Board 
at Www.imagecomics.com 
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The origin of The Hurricane! 
The return of Shock! 
All this and more in Jack Staff 4! 
AN ALL COMMANDER SPECIAL! 


Paul, hi, 


Are you coming to the National Comics Awards on Friday? | hope 
so, because (not that | can give too much away) but you are in the 
top ten in two categories, and very likely to be forced to walk 
away with an award on the night. 


Obviously you get in for free, so do let me know if you'll be there, 
or if not who could (in the eventuality) pick up any awards for you. 


Kev F Sutherland 
Co-producer and publicist 
www.comicfestival.co.uk 


FLAG WAVING 


Well, despite the fact that | managed to get the website details 
wrong in the last issue, | still managed to make it into the top ten 
for two National Comic Awards this year. There was best new 
comic (in which | came 4") -| take the point, though technically 
I don’t think | qualify (but then Bruce Jones was nominated for 
best newcomer, so what do | know7). And also the best independ- 
ent title, which | actually won. 


This meant | was able to walk away from the Holiday Inn with a 
Bart Simpson Bubble Bath figure with the words Best Indy 
stamped across his tum. Thank you to all who voted, thanks to 
you | am not only affirmed, but | also smell a bit nicer. 


Once again, the Bristol Comic Festival was a fun event. | was 
‘Guest’ at the Jeff Smith and Guests panel on the Saturday after- 
noon, and | also managed to pick up a whole load of Marvel's 
Invaders comic from a back issue dealer. When | actually read 
these | was very surprised to see the similarities between the 
Baron Blood story and the first four issues of the black and white 
Jack Staff. It is a complete coincidence. Really. But then I look at 
the covers of Jack Staff 4 and The Invaders 9 and | don’t think I'd 
give myself the benefit of the doubt either! 


The only disappointment was that due to a delivery mix up | did- 
n't have any copies of Burglar Bill for sale. | did give away quite 
a few Burglar Bill Masks and finger puppets over the weekend and 
you should be able to pick up a copy of the first issue from your 
local comic shop now. 


If you do have any problems getting hold of copies, you can order 
direct from me. Single issues are $5.00 US or £2.25 UK (including 
post). Order from Dancing Elephant Press, P.0. Box 104, 
Highbridge, TA9 4WD, England. Cheques payable to Paul Grist. 
And if you ask me nicely, you can have the Burglar Bill mask and 
finger puppets too! 
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P.O. Box 104, Highbridge, TA9 4WD, England 
e- mail danceleph@ aol.com 


Mr. Grist, 

I picked up Jack Staff #1 just yesterday on a whim. 
When I was very young one of my favorite comic book 
characters was Union Jack from Marvel's The Invaders. 
Although he never got much of a starring role in the comic 
I really liked him, especially his costume. Jack Staff 
reminds me a lot of Union Jack. So I bought the comic. 

I was surprised that I liked your comic so much. 
Originally, I thought that it would be one of those purchas- 
es that one makes just for the heck of it but the great art- 
work, interesting characters, and great costumes/names 
stuck with me. I plan on continuing to buy your series and 
am thinking of procuring back issues from Dancing 
Elephant Press. 

Continue the good work. I look forward to seeing 
more. 

Albert Asker 
Boise, Idaho 


Thanks Albert. I have to admit that Jack Staff 
originally came from an idea I had for a Union Jack 
series, but Marvel never took me up on it. Maybe it was 
rewriting Captain America as a vampire they had a 
problem with. 


Just got the second color issue yesterday and enjoyed 
it even more than the first. I particularly liked the close- 
up/cut between Hurricane’s eyes and Jack’s when he's driv- 
ing the ice cream van. It gave a nice little moment between 
the two foes. I also enjoyed the little postcard for Castle 
town and the way the backgrounds go black when you fea- 
ture Becky Burdock Vampire Reporter. (Actually the most 
terrifying thing in the issue is the idea of a morning radio 
station playing the Grease soundtrack for people to wake up 
to. That would really start my day off wrong. May be an 
American thing.) 

Anyway, thanks again for continuing this book..It’s 
truly one of the favorites on my pull list. 

David Rains 
drains@stx.rr.com 


I like to think it’s electrifying. 


Hi Paul, 

Been buying your funnybooks for some time and am 
digging it in color! I asked you about some original art 
waaay back and then got busy on a bunch of films and lost 
track (sorry). I saw a page in Jack Staff #2 that I would love 
to purchase if you'd care to part with it. I'm referring to 
the “World's Press” tabloid page featuring Tom Tom the 
Robot Man. Any chance? 


Nice to see you doing so well. Maybe one day you'll 
make it out to San Diego Comic Con and I can say hello in 
person! Keep up the fun work! 

See you around, 
Chris Bailey 
Chris@ majordamage.net 


I’ve had quite a few people writing about the pages 
for the new series. Unfortunately I’m not selling the 
new pages (yet), if and when the situation changes I'll let 
you know. There are still pages from the black and white 
Dancing Elephant issues for sale at £50 UK/$85 US 
each. 


Hi, 

“this color series picks up events about three months 
on from the end of the black and white run...._ issue 12 of 
the black and white series has now been delayed until 
August.” 

Now this’s downright creepy! You mean, we're read- 
ing Jack’s future? Whoa—! Like I say, when we get to 
issue 12, he won't have a clue what’s coming! But we do, 
‘cause we're reading what follows that, now. You are really 
taking fore-shadowing to the limit. 

I hope being with Image has upped awareness for this 
book, ‘cause it sure is fun. I mean, I mean, who else but 
“The Mysterious Mister Green”? Oooo-oooooh, spooky. 
Spectral, even. 

Y’know, the color’s nice, understated well, but the 
page where Kulmer and Nolan approach the church 
would’ve been spectacular in just black and white. Wonder 
if you'd ever do that, mix b&w and color pages, just at the 
right moment. 

Pages with Becky are still my favorites: most enjoyed 
the exchanges between Becky, John and Patty. Glad you 
didn’t yet make the connection between Tom-Tom the 
Robot Man and Patricia Carthy. 

For me though, fun as this is, the best news is your 
comment that you're going to be getting on with a new 
Kane book. Best damn hard-edged police detective funny 
book around. 

Thanks again for all your hard work— 
Matt Levin 

Walking Man Comics 

123 Elm St. 

Hatfield, MA 01060 

USA 


Actually, it’s not so much that you’re reading Jack 
Staff’s future, it’s just you haven’t read all of his past. 
We'll get there. 


Hi Paul, 

I just got my monthly comics pack today and read 
JS#2, and you have outdone yourself again storytelling- 
wise. By the way, I agree that Phil's colours suit your pages 
very well by enhancing them without endangering the usual 
impact of your b/w art. I was lucky to get scans of the pages 
he coloured as his proposal to Image (they are on the web- 
site) and was really blown away. I only knew him from 
Eddie Campbell’s accounts in HOW TO BE AN ARTIST, 
and judging from there he did not seem to be the first 


choice for a regular professional commitment... So, anyway, 
good luck to you both for the future of this collaboration. 

I do not know if you are open to suggestions about the 
Kane paperbacks to come... Since I am eagerly awaiting the 
new stuff, here is an idea I had while revisiting the series: 

19-24 and the Meyer short, coming in at 176 pages, a 
whopper like book 4,25-28 “Partners”, coming in at 109 
pages like the first volumes, thereby leaving room for some 
special features, 29-31 AND NEW STUFF so we would not 
have to wait for the completion of a 
whole book's worth. 

What do you think? 

Best wishes, 
Guido Weisshahn 
guido @weisshahn.de 


I think you shouldn’t believe everything in an Eddie 
Campbell comic! Guido does a nice ‘fan’ site for me, as 
well as Eddie and Paul Chadwick, which you might want 
to take a look at. You can check it out at www.weis- 
shahn.de and have a look at the sample colour pages 
Phil did. It also includes an exclusive Kane strip, ‘Shots’. 
Speaking of which, the next Kane book will probably 
contain issues 19-22, with the following book containing 
issues 23 - 28. As for issues 29-31, I'll have to think 
about those. When I do the new stories I want them to 
them to be All New. Ah, we'll see... 


This next email came with the heading Jack Staaff: 


Dear Mister Grist, 

That wasn’t a typing error, it's just being Somerset 
born/bred that’s how I pronounce it, ‘Jack Staaff’, whereas 
all my friends who I've lent it to here in Brighton (and who 
have loved it) pronounce it ‘Jack Starff’. I hope the sun’s 
shining on the levels in Highbridge, because having made 
me so happy yesterday you deserve a cheery morning. 

Regional dialectics and the weather aside, ‘Jack 
Staaff’ is without a shadow the best comic to buy on the 
racks at the moment, kicking even LOEG and NEWXMEN 
way back into time. It’s as fun, bright and fast as I’ve always 
wanted a superhero comic to be, dripping with jokes, action 
and neo-nostagic characters that I never even knew I missed 
so much. I thought ‘Jack Staaff: b&w’ was better than I had 
a right to expect but Mister Elliott's colours take this book 
over the hills and far, far away. 

Hoping to shake you by the hand at Bristol this year 
and say cheers for cheering me up so much. I hope you'll be 
selling back issues of ‘JS’ and ‘Kane’ there because I’ve a 
few gaps that want filling and no sense of how to spend my 
money in a responsible manner. Thanks for your time, and 
thanks for the cool comics. (I don’t normally send things 
like this to letter-pages y’ know.) 

Cheers and wishes for much success 

Rob Keery 

(don’t print my email address. you want my ene- 
mies to win? ;) 


If any of Rob’s enemies want to contact me, I’m 
" sure we can come to some arrangement about the email 
address. 
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